
Funeral Planning Checklist 

□ Choose a funeral home  
∗ It is important to find a funeral home and director you trust. Price them and get 

reviews, don’t always trust the same one you have used for years. This may not 
be cost effective.  

□ Choose burial or cremation 
∗ A scam to watch out for is sealed caskets and vaults. These are not necessary. 

□ Pick a casket or container if being cremated or mausoleum  
∗ Caskets are usually marked up usually at least 100% more than what it costs to 

make them. Check around for discounts. It isn’t unheard of for people to make 
their own casket.  

□ Write up an obituary 
∗ Find out information on any charities you would like money to be donated to in 

the deceased’s honor, or if you are creating a memorial fund (for deceased’s 
widow or children) 

□ Notify close family and friends 
□ Gather info needed to complete the death certificate 

• Social Security Number 
• Parents names (including middle names or initials) 
• Date of birth of deceased 
• Deceased’s work info including name and address of employer 

THE FUNERAL: 
□ Choose a location 
□ Choose the type of service you are having 

∗ Are you going to do just a family viewing and private prayer or a visitation? 
□ Choose who you want to officiate the service 
□ Select pallbearers (usually 6 people – not immediate family) 
□ Decide what the deceased will wear 

∗ Decide if you want the person buried with their jewelry on and keep in mind that 
some cemeteries will not let the deceased be buried with jewelry due to grave 
robbery.  

□ Pick out floral arrangements 
• Casket Spray 
• Lid arrangements 
• Standing Spray 
• Specialty pieces 



□ Decide on a photograph to be displayed or make a collage photo board to display the 
person’s life 

□ Decide if there are any other items to display (religious, military, etc.) 
□ Select music and who will play/sing 
□ If the person had a favorite scripture, or any literature, pick it out and turn it in to be 

read  
□ Designate the person who will read eulogy 
□ Choose a guestbook/sign-in book 
□ Decide if you want Memorial cards and who will make them (many times, the funeral 

home offers to print them) 
□ The funeral home will most likely set up the transport of the body, but decide 

transportation for immediate family and pallbearers 
BURIAL: 

□ Choose a cemetery 
□ Choose a plot 

∗ Keep in mind if a spouse will want to be buried along side of the deceased and 
buy plots accordingly. If you want two plots, side by side, they usually need to be 
bought together.  

□ Choose a grave marker 
∗ Don’t be bullied into buying a marker from the cemetery. Shop around for the 

best price. 
SPECIAL GATHERING: 

□ Decide if you want a small family gathering or a gathering for all after the burial and 
decide: 
WHERE :  
________________________________________________________________________ 
WHEN :  
________________________________________________________________________ 
FOOD/DRINK: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 


